
This section of the Florida State Council web site, ñPink Buttonò, is here for 

you ladies.  Please help keep it informative for all who read it.  Visit often to keep 

up to date on everything that is happening.  Should you have questions you would 

like answered please let us know and we will do our best to answer them. 

If any of you would like to post an article, photos or publish an event at your 

Council or in your District on the ñPink Buttonò, please submit it to Denise 

Kernan.  Email address:  denisekernan@verizon.net 

This is our second edition and we hope that all of you find it helpful.  Remember 

none of us are professional writers.  We are doing this for you. 

The State Officerôs wives hope that you were able to get to our pages without 

difficulty.  Special thanks to Rafe Lopez, Alain Fradette, and Vinnie Cipriano for 

all their help making this section a reality for our ladies. 

 Please make sure your husband keeps his email address updated on the 

Knights web site, as we are having difficulty sending the information to them. 

When using email, please create a signature block that includes: your name, 

your husbandôs name and position, a phone number and your address.  Should you 

have your own email address and wish information sent directly to you, please 

send me your email address.  It will be added to the data base.  

 

 

There have been a lot of questions asked about the ñdutiesò of a District Deputyôs 

wife.  There is no ñdo or donôtò list.  I have tried to compile a list from other 

wives concerning what they did/do to help their husbands:  Here are some of the 

most popular answers.  Answer phone calls and take messages, do whatever he 

needs done, proof read his articles, keep his calendar, and attend social functions 

with him. 

If  there is a District Wide or Multi District event and your husband is the host 

District Deputy, you should act as hostess.  In the event there is a ñGuestò present, 

it would be your responsibility to see that the wife of the guest is informed of the 

proper dress for that event.  See that she is not left unattended and has whatever 
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she needs, either by remaining with her or asking other ladies to share the 

responsibility.  Make sure the guests wife is introduced to other wives and well as 

Council Officers or other guests present.  Hopefully this is helpful. 

Your husband will probably tell you if there is anything else he needs you to do for 

him.  Hope this helps some of you.  Every one of our husbands has their own 

requests for assistance.  Talk to him. 

These simple rules apply to Grand Knights wives, as well as Faithful Navigators 

wives. 

 

 

On Friday, December 9
th
, the Ladies participated in a Cookie Social with Recipe 

Exchange.  We would all have gained a few pounds sampling all the delicious 

cookies but Msgr. Tom ñBlessedò the calories away for us!  Past State Deputy 

Robert Anderson joined the ladies in an amazing version of The Twelve Days of 

Christmas.  The ladies were divided into sections and asked to imitate each of the 

gifts.  Congratulations ladies.  You did a Great Job! 
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Anna Hale, daughter of State Photographers Randy and Jackie Hale watching the 

12 Days of Christmas 

 

Our Ladies Breakfast was very successful.  A great time was had by all.  The 

quiche was excellent.  I have received much positive feedback from those 

attending.  A special Thank You to Lori Chamlin from Alpha Center for giving us 

information and statistics concerning the babies they have saved.  Lori also shared 

with us specific stories about Alpha Centerôs overall work.  Once again your 

generosity was overwhelming.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 We also had the pleasure of being entertained by ñRev. Rufus and the 

Singing Nunsò.  If you have never had the pleasure of witnessing their 

performance, you have no idea what you have missed!  Thanks Doug, you are a 

good rapper.  Rev. Rufus, Sister St. Donald, Sister St. Scott, Sister St. Rafe, Sister 
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St. John, Sister St. Ron, and Sister St. Rob you guys were fantastic!!!  It was 

obvious these guys were have a great time entertaining us.  We would like to 

express a very special ñThank youò to each of you for taking the time out of your 

busy weekend schedule for us.  The pink hair was unique, wonder where Sister St. 

Donald goes to the beauty parlor?? 
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Ocala ï December 2011 

State Deputyôs Mid-Year Meeting 

 

The last article I wrote for the ñPink Buttonò was a reflection on the pride I felt as 

my husband, and 81 other Knights, were installed as District Deputies of the 

Florida State Council of the Knights of Columbus. 

Tonight, as I reflect on the weekend Charlie and I just spent in Ocala at the State 

Deputyôs Mid-Year Meeting, I would like to share the JOY I personally 

experienced.  At the closing Mass of the Meeting, Monsignor Tom spoke of the 

JOY we should all be feeling at this time of the yearðbecause our Jesus will be 

here SOON.  How could we be anything but joyful? 

And so, I started thinking about the weekend.  Yes, I am indeed always so proud to 

be with the Knights.  They are an exceptional organization of men who give and 

give and give.  What examples they are.  What I experienced this past weekend 

was what an exceptional group of women the wives of the Florida State Councilôs 

officials and the wives of the 82 District Deputies are!  From the moment we 

arrived in Ocala on Friday until we left on Sunday morning, I felt showered with 

genuine friendship, camaraderie, and JOY!!   

Because of a life-long physical condition, it is difficult for me to walk long 

distances.  So, on weekends such as the Meeting, I use a wheelchair to get around.  

It is not one I can push myself, so I need a ñdriverò.  In the past, there usually has 

been a woman friend around who would be my chauffeur.  This time, I was not 

sure who would be around.  As Charlie left for his first round of meetings he left 

me in the lobby waiting for the Ladiesô social to begin.  Almost immediately, 

several of the wives of the District Deputies came right over and moved me closer 

to be part of their conversations.  On Saturday, Charlie again had to ñdrop me offò 

ï I was literally swept off my feet by a number of the womenðmost particularly 

by Lynne and my new found friend, Lucie, both of whom were determined to 

make sure I was taken care of.  Even Denise, the wife of the State Deputy, who 

inevitably has a million things demanding her attention, went out of her way to 



make sure I was comfortable.   I can walk some and do it better holding on to 

someoneôs hand.  Lucie fell right into this role.  The JOY that filled me is nearly 

indescribable. 

The wives of these men they call Knights are an immensely talented, genuinely 

caring, wonderful group who want to support both their husbands and each other in 

whatever roll to which they are called.  They are a true inspiration.  Should you 

have the opportunity in the future to attend one of these meetings with your 

husband, please do come ï friendship and JOY await! 

 Submitted by Shelia McLaughlin, wife of Charles McLaughlin, DD 

 

  



 

My Knight in Action 

 

The responsibilities of a District Deputy are many.  Daily I see the many 

struggles of building a District that will function as a model to surrounding 

Districts. 

My Knight has four Councils assigned to him, all needing to learn the duties 

of their positions as officers and members of the KC.  My Knight has only been a 

member of the KC since 2004 and became an officer almost as soon as he joined, 

making his first three degrees in rapid succession.  His District has had three 

previous DDôs since he joined, none of which were very active. 

He was elected Faithful Navigator less than one year after joining the KC.  

He served that position for two years bringing the Assembly to new heights.  He 

took a financially broke Assembly and built its treasury to nearly $10,000.00 with 

a car raffle and several other small raffles in addition to two rummage sales.  As 

Faithful Navigator he was instrumental in acquiring a robe for the District Deputy 

and purchasing a robe, for the District Warden at the Assemblies expense. 

There were also donations made to charities and the Officer Installation 

events, which were paid by the Assembly, with the condition that the guests make 

a donation to the St Vincent DePaul Society. 

My Knight was elected to the position of Grand Knight three times.  He was 

instrumental in acquiring the Ten Commandments Monument on Parish Grounds 

at no cost to the Council.  Under his reign the Council supported five seminarians 

each year and donated significantly to other charities.  He started a required 1
st
 

Degree Team and is still a member of that team, as well as a member of the 2
nd

 and 

3rd degree teams.  As editor, of his Council Newsletter, they won 1
st
 place two 

years running in the state completion. 

As District Deputy, he is the first one to sponsor a 3rd degree 

exemplification in his District.  His plans are to schedule two such events in each 

of his years as a District Deputy.  He is working hard to make his Councils known 

as active Councils. 

Keeping a District active and functional can take a lot of patience and time.  

We as wives have to be tolerant and patient with all of the actives our Knights are 

involved in. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: Harriett Sedke, loving wife of Chet Sedke, DD19. 



I would like to thank all the ladies who have volunteered to write articles 

and help let the other ladies in their area know about the web site.  I want to 

express my appreciation to Sheila McLaughlin and Harriett Sedke, who 

wrote the articles for this edition of the Pink Button.  ñThank youò, Sheila 

and Harriett. 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 13, 2012:  6PM March for Life St. Augustine, FL, begins with 

Rosary at the Cross (bring a flashlight).  This will be followed by a cookout 

at Bosco Center 10 Sebastian Avenue, St. Augustine. 

January 14, 2012:  March for Life 9A.M, Mass Prince of Peace Catholic 

Church, St Augustine.  10AM at the Great Cross, Live Music by Above 

Gray Skies, 11 A.M. Speakers.  12PM peaceful procession will go down St. 

George Street to the Public Plaza and Gazebo Downtown.  A Spaghetti 

dinner will follow at 259 St. George Street between 12-4 P.M. 

January 21, 2012:  Special Olympics Polar Plunge @ Aquatica, Orlando.  

More details to follow.  Rob Urritia is looking for volunteers to ñtake the 

plungeò.  Please feel free to volunteer!  The money raised will support 

Special Olympics in Florida. 

February 4, 2012:  Fourth Degree Exemplification, Bonita Springs, FL. 

February 11, 2012:  Tim Ripey Concert to benefit Food for Families 5:30 

PM Council 5737, Pinellas Park.  Contact Frank Dillon, DD.  Phone: 727-

543-5958 

February 18, 2012:  Special Olympics Fundraising Event at the Waldorf 

Astoria Orlando. 

 February 18, 2012:  Run for Life begins in Homestead, FL. 

February 26, 2012:  End of the Run for Life in St. Augustine, FL.  The 

runners will arrive at the Great Cross at noon. 

 March 3, 2012:  Spelling Bee, Kissimmee, FL, Council 6624 



March 3 & 4, 2012:  Special Olympics, Walt Disney World, details to 

follow. 

 March 17, 2012:  Basketball Free-throw. 

March 24, 2012:  50
th
 Anniversary of Assembly 0161, Christ the King 

Catholic Church, 821 South Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa.  Contact Dennis 

Galusha at 813-786-5418. 

March 24, 2012:  Boltz vs. Islanders Hockey Game.  Our Lady Queen of 

Peace # 11680 sponsoring Hockey Game for Charity at St. Pete Times 

Forum, Tampa, FL, starting at 7:00 PM, cost:  $18.00 per person.  Contacts:  

Tony Nalli, PGK, FDD, Cell: 727-753-8520 or Ed Gongola, PGK, FDD, 

Cell: 727-808-9816. 

April 13 and 14, 2012:  Squires Convention.  Council 6624 Kissimmee will 

be hosting.  For additional information please contact:  

squiresdirector@aol.com 

May 5, 2012:  Fourth Degree Exemplification.  Location:  Hilton 

Doubletree, Universal Drive, Orlando. 

May 18 & 19, 2012:  Special Olympics Summer Games take place at ESPN 

Sports Complex at Disney, Orlando. 

 May 25, 26, & 27, 2012: State Convention, Renaissance Sea World, 

Orlando, FL  

Details will be sent to the Gentlemen.  Please check with them and ask for 

the Ladies pages.  I will also email the information.  There will be a ñLadies 

Gathering Placeò.  We are looking for volunteers to help keep it running.  

This is our opportunity to welcome the wives of the delegates who have 

never attended a convention or State Meeting.  There will be entertainment 

on Friday about 7:30 PM and a Ladies Luncheon on Saturday.  Make sure 

your husband purchases a ticket for you.  There will also be a raffle to 

benefit Pro Life.  

July 13, 14 & 15, 2012:  Organizational Meeting at the Double Tree 

Hotel Tampa FL 
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District Deputy, Chairman and Directors wives, please plan on joining the 

State Officerôs wives on Friday evening for an Ice Cream Social as well as 

for breakfast on Saturday AM.  Breakfast will be poolside, weather 

permitting.  More details to follow. 

 August 7- August 10, 2012: Supreme Convention, Anaheim, CA. 

If your husband is elected as a Florida delegate, you will be kept informed of 

all the Hospitality Suites to which our delegates are invited via email.  As a 

delegate, you and your husband will be asked to help at our Florida 

Hospitality Suite, which is usually held in the afternoon on the Sunday prior 

to the beginning of the convention.  A ñDutch Treatò dinner for all the 

Floridians attending the Supreme Convention will be held on the Wednesday 

August 8, 2012.  You will be notified regard the location and time. 

September 28, 29 & 30, 2012:  State Golf Tournament hosted by Mother 

Cabrini Council, 12011 69
th
 St, Parrish, FL.  For more information, please 

email:  Tbonemalone12@aol.com 

October 20, 2012:  Soccer Challenge 

Nov 16 & 17, 2012:  Special Olympics Winter Games at ESPN Sports 

Complex at Disney. 

November 24, 2012:  Fourth Degree Exemplification. Rosen Plaza Hotel, 

Orlando, FL 
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Chris and I have had the privilege of representing the State of Florida at 

various Knight of Columbus functions in Denver, CO; New Haven, CT; 

Nashville; TN, and Nassau, Bahamas, to name a few.  We attended the State 

Deputyôs Meeting in Nashville, TN, along with Msgr. Tom Skindeleski, 

State Chaplain.  Despite the cold weather, it was a very productive weekend.  

We also visited numerous Councils in Florida.  Chris and I would like to 

Thank You for the hospitality during our visits.  We are so blessed to have 

such a wonderful Chaplain.  God was certainly watching over the State of 

Florida when he sent Msgr. Tom to us.  

We are very pleased to inform you that the Florida State Council had the 

first new council of the Fraternal Year 2011-2012 in the entire order.  It was 

Council 15332 in Sarasota, Florida.  We extend a special welcome to all the 

wives from this new council. 

We hope you all had a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year and 

that God will bless you and your families in 2012 in a very special way.  

Thank you for all you do for the Knights. 

Denise Kernan  

Wife of Christopher Kernan, State Deputy 

 

State Officerôs Wives Email addresses: 

Denise Kernan     denisekernan@verizon.net 

Teri Koppie      pmkoppie@verizon.net 

Deb Goolesby     dgoolesby1@gmail.com 

Christine Kahrer     cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com 

Marybeth OôConnor    maryscandleshop@aol.com 

Jean Cipriano     jean@decorativedesign.com 

Gail Vettorel     gfvettorel@gmail.com 

Donna Lamkin     donnalamkin686@gmail.com 

Josie Farazckerley     josiefaz@embarqmail.com 
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As requested by some of the ladies attending the Ladies breakfast in Ocala, the 

following is a copy of ñTeach the Childrenò. 

 

TEACH THE CHILDREN 

 

This is how it happenedé...I just finished the household chores for the night and 

was preparing to go to bed on Christmas Eve one year, when I heard a noise in the 

front of the house.  I opened the door to the front room and to my surprise, Santa 

himself stepped out from behind the Christmas tree. 

 

He placed his finger over his mouth so I would not cry out.  "What are you doing?" 

I started to ask.  The words choked up in my throat, and I saw he had tears in his 

eyes.  His usual jolly manner was gone.  Gone was the eager, boisterous soul we all 

know.  

He then answered me with a simple statement. 

 

           "TEACH THE CHILDREN!" 

 

I was puzzled; what did he mean?  He anticipated my question, and with one quick 

movement brought forth a miniature toy bag from behind the tree.   As I stood 

bewildered, Santa said:  "Teach the children!   Teach them the old meaning of 

Christmas, the meaning that now-a-days Christmas has forgotten." 

 

Santa then reached in his bag and pulled out a FIR TREE and 

placed it before the mantle.   

"Teach the children that the pure green color of the stately fir tree 

remains green all year round, depicting the everlasting hope of 

mankind, all the needles point heavenward, making it a symbol of 

man's thoughts turning toward heaven."  The lights on the stately fir 

represent Christ being the ñLight of the Worldò. 



 
 

He again reached into his bag and pulled out a brilliant Shiny STAR. 

 ñTeach the children that the star was the heavenly sign of promises long ago.  It is 

the star that revealed the birth of Jesus to the Magi or the óThree Wisemenô.  The 

star not only revealed the birth of Jesus, but also led the Magi to Bethlehem.  God 

promised a Savior for the world, and the star was the sign of fulfillment of His 

promise.ò  ñTeach the children that God always fulfills his promises and wise men 

still seek him.ò 

 
He then reached into his bag and pulled out a CANDLE. 

ñTeach the children that the candle symbolizes that Christ is the light of the world.  

The soft glow from its one tiny flame brightens a room.  The glow of the candle 

represents how people can show their thanks for the gift of God's Son that 

Christmas Eve long ago.  Teach the children to follow in Christ's foot steps ... to go 

about doing good.  Teach them to let their light shine before people that all may 

see it and glorify God.  This is what is symbolized when the twinkling lights shine 

on the tree like hundreds of bright, shining candles, each of them representing one 

of God's precious children, their light shining for all to see.  When we see this great 

light we are reminded  He displaces the darkness.ò 



  

 

 

Once again he reached into his bag and removed a WREATH and placed it on the 

tree.  

"Teach the children that the wreath symbolizes the real nature of love, eternity, the 

circle of life and endless hope.  The wreath embodies all the good things about 

Christmas for those with eyes to see and hearts to understand. Real love never 

ceases.  Love is one continuous round of affection."  Because a wreath has no 

beginning and no end, it symbolizes God, himself.  These are the things you must 

teach the children." 

 

 
 

He then pulled from his bag an ornament of ST. NICHOLAS.  

"Teach the children that I, St. Nick, (Santa Claus) symbolize the generosity and 

good will we feel during the month of December."   

 



 

 

 

He then brought out a HOLLY LEAF.  

"Teach the children that the holly plant represents immortality.  It represents the 

crown of thorns worn by our Savior.  The red holly represents the blood shed by 

Him."  Early French and English families hung holly over their door to symbolize 

a home in which Christôs birth is celebrated. 

 

 
Next he pulled from his bag a GIFT and said,  

"Teach the children that giving a gift is an act of love like God's love for us in 

sending Jesus.  Each gift, as beautiful as we can make it, reminds us of the perfect 

gift, Jesus Christ as our Saviour.  God so loved the world that HE gave HIS only 

begotten SON ..."  "Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift.ò   

 

 

 



 

He then reached into his bag for FOUR LITTLE FIGURINES, a baby in a cradle 

and three male figures, and said,  

"Teach the children that the Wise Men saw a rising star and interpreted that 

it meant a king was born.  They followed the star which led them to Jesus.  They 

bowed before the Holy BABE and presented HIM with gold, frankincense and 

myrrh.  We should always give gifts in the same spirit of the wise men."   

 

 

 

Santa then reached in his bag and pulled out a CANDY CANE and hung it on the 

tree.  

"Teach the children that the candy cane is shaped like the shepherds' crook, 

reminding us that Jesus, the Good Shepherd, came into our world on Christmas 

Day.  The crook on the staff helps to bring back strayed sheep to the flock.  The 

red stripe symbolizes Christôs sacrifice on the cross, the white background, His 

purity and the hardness defines the strength of the Lord.  The candy cane is in the 

form of a 'J' to represent the precious name of Jesus, who came to earth.  The 

candy cane is the symbol that we are our brother's keeper.ò  

 

 



 

 

Santa pulled out a Christmas stocking from his bag.  He said:  ñTeach the children 

that because stockings cover our feet, they symbolize lifeôs journey.  If our journey 

takes us closer to God, He rewards us with eternal life.ò 

 

 

He then took out a beautiful bow. 

  ñTeach the children that colorful ribbons and bows remind us of the bond of 

perfection which is love.  They show us that all people are bound together in 

brotherhood and peace.ò 

 

 



 

 

He took out a manger.  ñTeach the children that a manger holds feed for animals.  

The manger in Bethlehem held the Bread of Life, the food for the soul.ò 

 

 

 

He reached in again and pulled out an ANGEL. 

ñTeach the children that it was the angels who heralded the glorious news of the 

Saviorôs birth.  The Angels sang, ñGlory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace 

and good will toward men.ò  Angel wings symbolize purity, virtue, peace, 

innocence and love.  

 


